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113TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. RES. 617 

Condemning the abduction of female students by armed militants from the 

terrorist group known as Boko Haram in northeastern provinces of 

the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JUNE 10, 2014 

Ms. WILSON of Florida submitted the following resolution; which was referred 

to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

RESOLUTION 
Condemning the abduction of female students by armed mili-

tants from the terrorist group known as Boko Haram 

in northeastern provinces of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria. 

Whereas, on the night of April 14, 2014, 276 female stu-

dents, most of them between 15 and 18 years old, were 

abducted by Boko Haram from the Government Girls 

Secondary School, a boarding school located in the north-

eastern province of Borno in the Federal Republic of Ni-

geria; 

Whereas, all public secondary schools in Borno state were 

closed in March 2014 because of increasing attacks in 

the past year that have killed hundreds of students, but 
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the young women at the Government Girls Secondary 

School were recalled to take their final exams; 

Whereas, Boko Haram burned down several buildings before 

opening fire on soldiers and police who were guarding the 

Government Girls Secondary School and forcing the stu-

dents into trucks; 

Whereas, according to local officials in Borno state, 53 stu-

dents were able to flee their captors, and the rest remain 

abducted; 

Whereas, there are reports that the abducted girls have been 

sold as brides to Islamist militants for the equivalent of 

$12 each; 

Whereas, the group popularly known as ‘‘Boko Haram’’, 

which loosely translates from the Hausa language to 

‘‘Western education is sin’’, is known to oppose the edu-

cation of girls; 

Whereas, on April 14, 2014, hours before the kidnapping in 

Borno state, and on May 2, 2014, Boko Haram bombed 

bus stations in Abuja, Nigeria, killing at least 94 people 

and wounding over 160, making it the deadliest set of at-

tacks ever in Nigeria’s capital; 

Whereas, Boko Haram has kidnapped girls in the past to use 

as cooks and sex slaves, and has claimed responsibility 

for the kidnapping in Borno state on April 14, 2014; 

Whereas, late May 5, 2014, suspected Boko Haram gunmen 

kidnapped an additional 8 girls, ranging in age from 12 

to 15, from a village in northeast Nigeria; 

Whereas, on May 7, 2014, Boko Haram killed at least 336 

people in Gamboru Ngala and burned hundreds of houses 

and cars; 
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Whereas, on June 5, 2014, Boko Haram kidnapped an addi-

tional 20 women from northeastern Nigeria, near the 

town of Chibok; 

Whereas, reports estimate that more than 500 students and 

100 teachers have been killed by Boko Haram and have 

destroyed roughly 500 schools in northern Nigeria, leav-

ing more than 15,000 students without access to edu-

cation; 

Whereas, Boko Haram has targeted schools, mosques, 

churches, villages, and agricultural centers, as well as 

government facilities, in an armed campaign to create an 

Islamic state in northern Nigeria, prompting the Presi-

dent of Nigeria to declare a state of emergency in three 

of the country’s northeastern states in May 2013; 

Whereas, human rights groups have indicated that the Nige-

rian state security forces should improve efforts to pro-

tect civilians during offensive operations against Boko 

Haram; 

Whereas, according to nongovernmental organizations, more 

than 1,500 people have been killed in attacks by Boko 

Haram or reprisals by Nigerian security forces this year 

alone, and that almost 4,000 people have been killed in 

Boko Haram attacks since 2011; 

Whereas, the enrollment, retention, and completion of edu-

cation for girls in Nigeria remains a major challenge; 

Whereas, according to the United Nations Children’s Emer-

gency Fund (UNICEF), some 4,700,000 children of pri-

mary school age are still not in school in Nigeria, with 

attendance rates lowest in the north; 

Whereas, studies have found that school children in Nigeria, 

particularly those in the northern provinces, are at a dis-
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advantage in their education, with 37 percent of primary- 

age girls in the rural northeast not attending school, and 

30 percent of boys not attending school; 

Whereas, women and girls must be allowed to go to school 

without fear of violence and unjust treatment so that 

they can take their rightful place as equal citizens of and 

contributors to society; 

Whereas United States security assistance to Nigeria has em-

phasized military professionalization, peacekeeping sup-

port and training, and border and maritime security; 

Whereas, the Department of State designated Boko Haram 

as a Foreign Terrorist Organization in November 2013, 

recognizing the threat posed by the group’s large-scale 

and indiscriminate attacks against civilians, including 

women and children; 

Whereas Boko Haram is one of a number of radical Islamist 

terrorist organizations and extremist groups that pose a 

growing threat to United States interests in the region as 

well as broader peace and security; and 

Whereas these radical Islamist groups, which include Ansar 

al-Sharia, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, the National 

Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa, and oth-

ers have carried out deadly attacks in the region and con-

stitute a growing threat to North and West Africa: Now, 

therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 1

(1) expresses its strong support for the people 2

of Nigeria, especially the parents and families of the 3

girls abducted by Boko Haram in Borno state, and 4

calls for the immediate, safe return of the girls; 5
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(2) condemns Boko Haram for its violent at-1

tacks on civilian targets, including schools, mosques, 2

churches, villages, and agricultural centers in Nige-3

ria; 4

(3) encourages the Government of Nigeria to 5

strengthen efforts to protect children seeking to ob-6

tain an education and to hold those who conduct 7

such violent attacks accountable; 8

(4) commends efforts by the United States Gov-9

ernment to hold terrorist organizations, such as 10

Boko Haram, accountable; 11

(5) supports offers of United States assistance 12

to the government of Nigeria in the search for these 13

abducted girls and encourages the government of Ni-14

geria to work with the United States and other con-15

cerned governments to resolve this tragic situation; 16

(6) recognizes that every individual, regardless 17

of gender, should have the opportunity to pursue an 18

education without fear of discrimination; 19

(7) encourages the Department of State and 20

the United States Agency for International Develop-21

ment to continue their support for initiatives that 22

promote the human rights of women and girls in Ni-23

geria; 24
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(8) urges the President to immediately 1

strengthen United States security, law enforcement, 2

and intelligence cooperation with appropriate Nige-3

rian forces, including offering United States per-4

sonnel to support operations to locate and rescue the 5

more than 200 schoolgirls kidnapped by Boko 6

Haram, and to support Nigerian efforts to counter 7

this United States designated foreign terrorist orga-8

nization; and 9

(9) calls on the President to provide to Con-10

gress a comprehensive strategy to counter the grow-11

ing threat posed by radical Islamist terrorist groups 12

in West Africa, the Sahel, and North Africa. 13

Æ 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 01:54 Jun 11, 2014 Jkt 039200 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HR617.IH HR617dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
7T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-10-18T15:33:41-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




